of the process of growing old as it has been seen by twenty-four top-flight investigators. Each author presents the evidence from his own field of the slowing of physiological processes during the passage of time in all forms of life from plants, through protozoa and invertebrates, to mammals and man. Some attention is paid to personality and to psychological factors, as well as to the more obvious physical changes.
The majority of the authors have gleaned from their own experimental work that which has a bearing upon the biological and chemical phenomena associated with senescence. Few of the reports represent direct studies of the ageing problem itself. As a result, the book is not only highly informative but also stimulating, since it posits far more questions than it answers.
Society seems to be more and more conscious of the ageing problem, and this comprehensive study suggests definite directions in which further research must go. The Macy Foundation and Dr. Cowdry This volume of 467 pages is an abbreviation of the "Comparative Anatomy" written by the same authors and published three years ago. It is an ambitious attempt to present a phylogenetic panorama including the gross, microscopic, and developmental anatomy of the classical examples of various kinds of the notochord-bearing animals.
General characteristics of each class are first discussed and illustrated by drawing. This is followed by a review of the chief characteristics in reproduction and development. The many chapters which follow are devoted to a description of the various organ systems.
The book is well illustrated with 378 figures which include a number of very good diagrams. It contains an extensive glossary of 22 pages and an index. It is largely for a student who already possesses some knowledge of comparative anatomy, for it is too condensed for the beginner. It does not, however, possess enough detailed information to satisfy one who is well initiated.
L In his chapter on the encyclopedists the author writes, "It was their purpose to collect and set forth all that was worth while in the literature and sciences of the ancients. Their works proved to be veritable storehouses of historical data." In this History of Obstetrics Doctor Findley easily assumes the role of a modern encyclopaedist, so complete has been his effort. Destined to become a classic in the annals of medical history Priests of Lucina presents for the first time in English an authentic treatise on this subject. Such a work could only be the product of a master of his subject and Palmer Findley has long been recognized as a leader in American Obstetrics. Bearing in mind that "History is the essence of innumerable biographies" the author has used this approach to the subject with great effectiveness. The great personalities of obstetrics from its beginnings as a science down to Whitridge Williams of our own time and of enduring memory, live again for us in these pages. Students of Medical History will find this work indispensable for reference in the field with which it deals.
HERBERT THOMS. To the many students and investigators who have found the first edition of Allen's Sex and Internal Secretions to be the Bible of reproduction, the second revised edition needs no introduction. For the newcomers in the field, it may be said that the book contains an amazing store of information, ranging from the embryological and genetic aspects of sex through the experimental endocrine material on reproduction, to end finally in applications to medicine and human welfare.
Able editing has reduced to a minimum the duplication which is inevitable in a symposium to which twenty-eight authors have contributed. Five chapters have been added, dealing largely, as was expected, with the biochemistry of the sex endocrines and with the pituitary-gonadal relationship. Condensation and combination have made possible the addition of much more material than could be accounted for by the 400 pages which have been added. Such treatment, however, has rendered even more condensed the already telegraphic style which was at once a bane to the beginner and a boon to the investigator searching for material pertinent to his problems.
The scope of the book is stated succinctly by Professor Lillie in the opening chapter. "This book deals predominantly with a method of control of sex characters, which is especially characteristic of vertebrates including man, mediated by hormones circulating in the blood." The successfulness of the attempts to understand these characteristics he explains in similar fashion. " . . . the mechanisms of control are exceedingly simple compared with the sex machinery itself." Similarly, the method of presenting the varied and assorted facts bearing on reproduction is simple compared with the complexity of the material itself, and should lead to far-reaching results.
It is especially fortunate that such a complete review of an intricate subject is available now, when increasing attention is being devoted to the unification of various branches of knowledge. As a one-volume library of the sex endocrines, the book is indispensable to students of reproduction. It is equally indispensable to those interested in other fields, since in a general sense the biology of sex is the study of life itself. EDWARD W. DEMPSEY.
